Hundreds protest DEC Siting Plan at Lew-Port

by Terry Duffy

They came, they spoke and then '

some.

The much-anticipated public
forum on the state Department of
Environmental Conservation's draft
Hazardous Waste Siting Plan drew
standing-room-only crowds to the
Lewiston-Porter High School audi-
torium on Thursday, where DEC
officials heard intense outeries of
opposition from the dozens who

spoke.
Scheduled to begin that evening
_ at 6 p.m,, the forum started 10 to 15
minutes late to allow for crowds
numbermg well over 800 to fi

spillover into classrooms and the

high school cafeteria where addi

™ along

tional seating and TV monitors |,

were set up. Emotions were run-

ning at a fever pitch that night on

this, the second scheduled forum by

DEC on the highly controversial
Siting Plan proposal which carries
major significance for Lewiston-
Porter. And as to be expected, the
half-dozen DEC officials on hand
that night did not hear a positive
word on the Plan from any of the 35

_speakers who appeared over the
course of the next four-plus hours.

Following opening remarks by

Debra Aldrich of the state DEC
_division of Hazardous Waste mate-
rials on the specifics of the Siting

Plan proposal, the tirades began in
earnest.
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of concern for Lewiston-Porter.

Maziarz Blasts DEC
State Sen. George Maziarz, who
_with  Assemblywoman

_ Prancine DelMonte have been
among the most critical of the area
state. reprﬁsentatiVes on the Siting |
. Plan issue, opened by blasting the
. DEC. !

s plan is o insult,i' shouted
arz to roaring applause. "It is

an insult to the intelligence and his-
tory of the people of Porter,

Youngstcwn,

numerous pages of dxfﬁcult«

understand wordmg, the draft

Siting Plan, years overdue from

© state and court-ordered directives |
<« for DEC 1o develc)p an eqmtable
_ siting proposal fails miserably for

the Lewiston-Porter residents.
Maviarz recalled the efforts of

the late state Sen. John Daly who

sponsored legislation in 1987 call-
ing on DEC to produce an equitable
plan, DEC's half-hearted response
with the 1993 document, and the
199495 legal efforts which led to

_an order on DEC by State Supreme
Court Justice Joseph Mintz for
DEC to reissue a new plan "with all

deliberate speed.”
That "speed” came 15 years late

_as DEC completed the new draft
_ Hazardous Waste Siting Plan in

November 2003. DEC's Aldrich

audience the focus on DEC with

regards to haz-waste facilities sit-
ings, which had changed from that

of state capacity to that of national
capacity. She told the audience that
determinations from the US.
Environmental Protection Agency
found adequate national capacity
and resulted in DEC's developmen

__explained in opening remarks fo the |

§

of the latest Plan which in essence |

removed the equitable regional |
geographic distribution specifica- |

tions on facility placement which

were part of the earlier state and |
Residents vent their frustrations to DEC on the Siting Plan and their lack  court orders. As a result the return

continued on page 19 15> |
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_continued from cover

of the state Siting Plan fi
‘Lewiston-Porter

waste storage loc

“with the same conclusion -
landfilling hazardous waste,
keep dnmpmg itin Porter,”

said. "What was disappointment.

and strong criticism 10  years apo
has grown into citizen anger, bitter

‘ness, suspicion, outrage, and orga-

nized communities that are of on

mind:‘to notlet this'plan stand. Tam

standing with them,™ he declared to-
thunderous.applause.

“i o Deficiencies

Maziarz thén -outlined to-DEC
reps the many- deficiencies he saw
in the Plan, These include failure of
the DEC requiremetitsito: ~

sestablish a schedule for si
new treatment and disposal fac
ties;

sidentify the number, type andf"

size of haz-waste facilities;

semphasis on theequitable peo-

graphic distribution of facilities;

“a schedule for phasing out ha
waste disposal by landfillin

sfocusing on the issue of promot-
ing waste reduction:

sestablish.a public participation
process. and: education. progra

which addresses the Smng Plan

issue;
«and directives on DEC to
sider the environmental justice fac
tor: ‘on -equitable - Jocations witl
regards 1o populatmns, rac
econo 0
:under consideratior fo h
snes -

s This egregious and enormo
ifjustice (continued hazardc
waste  dumping - in Porter) has

his remarks by
elling DEC reps to

Teft the podium to a standing ova: th
tion by the several hundred in
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have left the citizens of Lewiston:

- Porter cynical, angry, and in
despair that the statutory policy of

il ' equity and fair play. in the siting of
- these mast-unwelcome: facilities

Declarmg that "Porter wﬂl no

mping ground for .

en dialog’ Town

tesday, June 22 at 7

schoot auditorium, which he mvxt-

ed DEC reps-to attend.

"We hope you will be there," said
Agnello of 'the session, :which is
expected to include a mix of state,
local and county government offi-
cialss .

est here tonight is 17 years-in the
¥:

kmg She spoke of hers and'k'

will ever ‘be- achieved ‘or even
acknowledged by the. -agency
entrusted with: responsibility ‘for
environmental justice,” he said.

"This refusal to comply .. is
clearly’ . appropriate,” . .Olsen
charged. "The DEC is an admiinis-

- trative agency, charged with acting

consistently with its statutorily cre-
ated duties. It cannot. disregard
‘those duties simply because, in its
opinion, the passage of ‘time: has
made those duties irrelevant. The

.DEC . must withdraw. this illegal
p.m. in.the Lewiston-Porter: High

plan.”

- Olsen closed his remarks with a
call for all towns and cities in the
county to join with -the aforémen-
‘tioried citizens groups to agam fight
the DEC in courton this issue, dnd
‘make demands on the DEC to pur-

~'sue .avenues aimed. at curbing

«iDelMonte appeared: next- telling
“DEC teps "The intense public inter-

future placement of any hazardous
wastes in Niagara County. He left
the podiumto a staniding ovation.
Emotional Comments
The evening program continued
with remarks by a number of area

-tesidents, of the many health con-

cerns affecting the area, CWMs
> esence, frustrations on

' thz: state's continued lack of regard

Lewiston-Porter and demands
es-long environmental

abuises in northern Niagara to stop.
Perhaps one of the most poignant

| comments of the nearly three:

s that evening came
fmm a young girl who identified

: ,herself as a Cancer survivor, and

~ coming close to tears, pleaded with

weighed heavily on generations
the good people of this region for
far too long and: must stop,” said
Maziarz-as he informed the reps'of ML . J ne desxg ting other sites. Thig {g dents.

legislation he is sponsoring in'the . RRG's  Vince Agnello announced . lands. criminalinjustice.” "Tm a cancer survivor, Tm very
state Senate. This measure, a com-  plans for:a Town Meeting; June.22 ... "DEC.and the state: 1s fallmg us: Telling: DEC of six resolutions: - YOUN8, but Lsurvived," commented
‘panion of which i$ being sponsored . dt Lew-Pott 1o further discussithe ... thefed

or Chemtrol in1974 am
Chemical: Waste Manag‘
the 19805 to operate

1 DEC to consider the impact of their
decisions on the health and safety
_ of the Lewiston-Porter district stu-

sy DelMorite in the Assembly; calls
on: the state to amend-the 1987
DEC haz-waste management provi-

sions on siting and permitting new

facilities: to reflect the EPA's refo-
cus. It also orders a DEC hold on

Siting Pran controversy (Bm Angus
photo)

‘No Longef "Si'lent"
“We are no longer the “silent
majority,” “declared Vince Agnello

‘ment - of “hazardous: ‘wastes in

. passed by the Niagara County lep-
¢ islature in opp o the Plan, in
addition:to 20 othets by Niagara

County ‘fowns; cities and villages,
Burmaster..charged. the reps o
"Obey the Iaw and do it, do'it rxght.

“ido ithow .

"The fact that the concetned citi-
‘zenis have to come here tonight to
beg fortheir lives is disgusting and
insulting,”. he. said .to a standing

‘ovz@mon
- Neil Patterson Jr., director nfthe .
~Tustarora Environmenta) ofﬁce for

the Tuscarora Nation:t

reps.thathis.members are fiercely

opposed to the continued place-

Lewiston: and Porter "The Indian
Nation: will»do ingin i
power to prevent
mg " he said.

Ols

Dr. R Nils Olsen, an attcrney“

who spearheaded many of the earli-

er:Jegal  efforts. on behalf  of

Residents Organized for Lewiston's
Environment and the town of
Portery-which .led ©:tothe state

directives -on. DEC. on developing:

the Siting Plan;including the 1987
Tegistation and ‘the 1994 Supreme
Coutt decision, joined’ in blasting
the state agency on the Siting Plan.

this:young lady: who the: Sentinel
will not identify. "I've struggled

‘with this ... and [ wish for my

health, not for anything else; just

for my health,” she said. "And this
‘year, I'm going to wish for the

of the kids at Lewiston:

- As she left the podiumi; crying,
she received a standing applause’ by

the few that remained.

- More than four hours old, ‘the
Aorum drew o close soon
For the hundreds of residents
it was one of the
s counters they've
ever experienced; it certainly was
for this writer,
Perhaps DEC will now hsten
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